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Box No. I Basis of the report 



2. 



With regard to the language, this report is based on: 

the international application in the language in which it was filed 
a translation of the international application into 



□ 



vdiidi is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 
I international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b}) 
I publication of the international application (Rule 12.4(a)) 
I I international preliniinary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 



With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
Jurtnshed to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this rmort as "originally filed 
and are not annexed to this report): ^ s 

the intemational application as originally filed/fumished 

the description: 

•^""^ «^ , as originally filed/fumished 



, received by this Authority on 
received by this Audiority on 



the claims: 



as originally filed/flimished 



pages* 8-10 



pages* 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

received by Oiis Authority on Q3"02~20Q6 

received by fliis Auttiority on 



the drawings: 

1-3 
s* 

a* 



□ 
□ 



received by diis Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/fiimished 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(8) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

□ 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specif): 

□ any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specif): 



the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
7oi(c)T'*^ ^^^^ considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs ^ 

the sequence listing (specif): 

any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. ' 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicabiUty- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



I. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-13 



1-13 



1-13 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



2. Citations and ^lanations (Rule 70.7) 

Amended claims 1-13 were filed on 3 February 2006. 

Documents considered as being of particular relevance: 
Dl us 6001148 
D3 DE 3201608 



The invention is intended to make a concentrate bin for a 
suspension smelting furnace easier and less expensive to 
arrange. This is achieved by locating the bin below the level 
of the top of the reaction shaft and close to the ground 
level . 

Dl (abstract; figures 1 and 5) discloses a smelting furnace 
where the charge is fed through a burner. D3 discloses another 
smelting furnace which has no burner on top of the reaction 
shaft. Both Dl and D3 disclose outlets of a bin located below 
the top of the reaction shaft. 

However, neither Dl nor D3 disclose a suspension smelting 
furnace or a concentrate burner as stated in the claims of the 
application. Consequently, the invention as defined in the 
claims is novel. 



The stated differences in^ly improvements in simplifying the 
feeding device and also in achieving a continuous and reliable 
feed of concentrate to a concentrate burner located on top of 
a suspension smelting furnace. 

Therefore, the invention as defined in claims 1-13 is 
considered to involve an inventive step and also to fulfil the 
criteria of industrial applicability. 
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